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OVERVIEW
THE HELLO GIRLS chronicles the story of America’s 

first women soldiers in this new musical inspired by 

history. These intrepid heroes served as bilingual  

telephone operators on the front lines, helping turn  

the tide of WWI.

Stirring choral anthems and buoyant showtunes with 

jazzy vocal harmonies highlight the inspiring journey of 

America’s first women soldiers.

From ragtime to rock, THE HELLO GIRLS seamlessly 

blends period sounds of the WWI era with later genres 

like swing, golden age and contemporary Broadway.

In December 2024, the President signed legislation 

posthumously honoring these overlooked icons with the 

Congressional Gold Medal for their service. The Hello Girls 

was commissioned and premiered by NYC’s Prospect 

Musicals to celebrate the centennial of these 

groundbreaking women.

Photos of Prospect's Off-Broadway premiere of The Hello Girls by Richard Termine.
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“…A RATHER THRILLING THING — 

SMART, HUMAN 
AND SARDONICALLY 

FEMINIST,
WITH A LIVELY 

RAGTIME-AND-JAZZ 
SCORE BY  

PETER MILLS.” 
New York Times
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Off Broadway run at 59E59 Theaters.

Rewrites and script 

work sessions to 

convert the show 

from a 10 person  

actor/musician show 

to a 14 person cast 

with a separate  

orchestra

THE HELLO GIRLS 

takes part in a 

ceremony honoring 

the historic women, 

at the Military 

Women’s Memorial 

in Arlington, VA

Staging & design 
work session

 Out of Town Tryout 
at Syracuse Stage

Commercial transfer is cancelled, due to the pandemic.

Theatrical Rights Worldwide begins licensing show to great success, currently 

amounting to over 60 licenses worldwide.

THE HELLO GIRLS is invited to perform at the unveiling of the new World War I Memorial in Washington 

D.C., resulting in two sold out concerts at the Kennedy Center. The President signs a Congressional Gold

Medal of Honor act for the real Hello Girls.

2018

JAN/FEB MARCH MAY SEPTEMBER

2020

2021

2024

2025

TIMELINE
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“UNDENIABLY 
INSPIRATIONAL...

MOVE OVER, MEAN GIRLS 
AND WICKED:

THERE’S A NEW MUSICAL EXPLODING WITH GRRRL POWER,  
FEMALE CAMARADERIE AND UPLIFTING SONGS, AND IT TEACHES 

AN ESSENTIAL PIECE OF HISTORY TO BOOT.”
TimeOut New York

4



1

OUT OF TOWN 

TRYOUT
AT

5

Syracuse Stage is where How to Dance in Ohio and Thoughts of a Colored Man had their 

pre-Broadway runs. Syracuse Stage has proposed an enhancement of $645,000.

THE HELLO GIRLS will open the 2025-2026 Season at Syracuse Stage as follows:

Music rehearsal 
commences in NYC

First rehearsal 
in Syracuse

Start of tech

First Preview Opening Night Closing Night

8 AUGUST

9 SEPTEMBER

12 AUGUST 28 AUGUST

28 SEPTEMBER12 SEPTEMBER



1 6

CARA REICHEL
DIRECTOR, CO-BOOK

Cara is the founding Producing Artistic Director of the critically acclaimed, OBIE and Drama Desk  

Award-winning theater company based in NYC, Prospect Musicals (www.ProspectMusicals.org). 

With Peter Mills, she has co-created and premiered over a dozen new musicals. The duo’s 2018 

world premiere production of The Hello Girls with Prospect received four Outer Critics Circle Award 

nominations for Outstanding Direction, Book, Score, and Production and three Drama Desk Award 

nominations including Outstanding Production. Other favorite shows include The Underclassman 

and Illyria. With Broadway jazz artist Alphonso Horne and Jesse L. Kearney, Jr they are also  

writing The Oscar Micheaux Project, which received the 2024 Michael Friedman Award from the 

Pipeline Arts Foundation. As a director, Cara has collaborated with many other writers to bring 

new musicals from the page to the stage, through Prospect and at the O’Neill Theatre Center (CT), 

NAMT’s Festival of New Musicals (NYC), Village Theatre’s Festival of New Musicals (WA), Surflight 

Theatre (NJ), the Goodwill Theatre (NY), GMT Productions (GA), and Phoenix Theatre Company (AZ), among others. Her work has been recognized 

and supported by the Drama League and the League of Professional Theatre Women.

As a writer, Cara was commissioned by Theatrical Rights Worldwide and BMG to create a female-forward jukebox musical, The Olympians,  

featuring hit songs by The Chicks, Hall & Oates, Kelly Clarkson, and more. As an educator, she regularly teaches with Princeton University’s  

Lewis Center for the Arts. Through a multi-faceted career spanning twenty-five years, she has been a leader in the field of new musical theater 

development. www.CaraReichel.com

CREATIVE TEAM
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CHRISTINE O’GRADY
MUSICAL STAGING

Christine O’Grady is a director, choreographer, and educator. BROADWAY TOURS: HAIR (Resident 

Associate Dir/Chor), Legally Blonde (SDC Observer), Pete the Cat’s Big Hollywood Adventure 

(Dir/Chor). OFF-BROADWAY CHOREOGRAPHY: The Hello Girls, The Underclassman, and Iron Curtain 

as well as revivals of tick, tick . . . BOOM!, and john and jen. REGIONAL: Mark Taper Forum, Tuacahn,  

Barrington Stage Company, TheaterWorks Hartford, and the Totem Pole Playhouse. AWARDS: SDCF’s 

Charles Abbott Directing Fellowship (The Guthrie); Moss Hart Award (The Outcast of Sherwood Forest, 

RIYT); and a NYIT Award for Outstanding Choreography for The Drowsy Chaperone (Gallery Players). 

MEMBER: SDC and MTEA. FACULTY: Penn State University (Co-Head of the MFA Directing Program). 

www.ChristineOGrady.com 

PETER MILLS
MUSIC, LYRICS, CO-BOOK

Peter is a critically-acclaimed composer/lyricist working in musical theater. He wrote lyrics and music and 

co-wrote the book for the hit Off-Broadway musical, The Hello Girls (4 Outer Critics Circle nominations, 

3 Drama Desk nominations, Drama League nomination for Outstanding Production of a Musical, and an 

Off-Broadway Alliance nomination for Best New Musical.) The Hello Girls premiered in 2018 in NYC,  

released a cast album in 2019, and has had over sixty productions across the USA and around the world. 

Prior to that, Mills wrote lyrics for The Honeymooners (Paper Mill Playhouse, October 2017, dir. John 

Rando.) As a composer/lyricist, his other shows include Illyria, The Flood, The Underclassman, and  

Golden Boy Of The Blue Ridge. He has received numerous honors from the theater industry in  

encouragement of his work, including: the 2014 Donna Perret Rosen Award from Second Stage Theatre, 

the 2010 Kleban Prize for lyrics, the 2007 Fred Ebb Award for emerging songwriters, the 2011 Cole Por-

ter Award, 2006 Drama Desk Award nominations for his show The Pursuit Of Persephone (Best Music 

and Best Orchestrations), the 2003 Richard Rodgers New Horizons Award from the ASCAP Foundation, and a 2002 grant from the Jonathan  

Larson Performing Arts Foundation. With composer Deborah Abramson, he was chosen as a 2000-01 Dramatists Guild Fellow. He earned his MFA 

at NYU’s Graduate Musical Theater Writing Program, and now teaches at the program and at Princeton University. He is a founding member of 

NYC’s Prospect Theater Company. www.petemillsmusic.com
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CAITE HEVNER
PROJECTION DESIGN

Caite Hevner is a New York City–based designer specializing in projection, production, and scenic 

design, with a focus on the development of new musicals. Her Broadway credits include Derren 

Brown: Secret, In Transit, Harry Connick Jr. – A Celebration of Cole Porter, and Trisha Paytas’ 

Big Broadway Dream. Off-Broadway, her designs for Between the Lines and Kristina Wong: 

Sweatshop Overlord earned Drama Desk, Lortel, and multiple Henry Hewes Award nominations. 

Her design portfolio includes over 100 regional productions at major theaters across the U.S.—

including the Kennedy Center, La Jolla Playhouse, the Goodman, and Arena Stage—and 

internationally at venues such as London’s West End, the Leicester Curve, and the Edinburgh 

Fringe. She received the Suzi Bass Award for Outstanding Projection Design for The Many 

Wondrous Realities of Jasmine Starr-Kidd at the Alliance Theatre.

Caite serves as an Eastern Region Member Representative for USA829 and co-chairs its 

Respectful Workplace Committee. Since 2018, she has led the video design team for BC/EFA’s 

Broadway Bares, raising over 2 million annually for the charity.

Caite holds an MFA from NYU Tisch, a certificate from Yale School of Drama, and a BFA from 

Florida State University.

MILAGROS PONCE DE LEÓN
SCENIC DESIGN

Milagros Ponce de León is a Scenic Designer and Professor. Recent design credits include Tale of

Moana and Hercules for Disney Live Entertainment as well as Fiddler on the Roof at Olney Theatre 

Center and 1776 at Ford's Theatre. Her work has been seen at Cincinnati Playhouse, Asolo Rep, Round 

House Theatre, Everyman Theatre, Signature Theatre (DC), Ford’s Theatre, Gala Hispanic Theatre, 

Imagination Stage, Ensemble Studio Theatre (NYC), Children’s Theatre of Charlotte, The John F. 

Kennedy Center, National Players, and Studio Theatre 2nd Stage among others. She has received 5 

Helen Hayes Nominations for Outstanding Scenic Design in the Washington DC area. Education: MFA, 

Scenic Design & MFA Drawing & Painting from University of Maryland, and a BFA in Painting from 

Catholic University of Peru. Milagros is an Associate Professor of Scenic Design and Heads the BFA 

Programs in Theatre Design & Technology at Penn State. She is a member of USA-829 and an 

Associate Artist at Ford’s Theatre.
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DAWN CHIANG
LIGHTING DESIGN

Dawn Chiang is a Lighting Designer for Broadway, Regional Theatre, and Opera. On Broadway, Dawn 

designed the lighting for Zoot Suit and was co-designer for Tango Pasion. She co-designed five 

productions for City Center's Encores! Series of concert musicals, and was the associate lighting 

designer for Show Boat, The Life, and La Cage Aux Folles.

Off Broadway, she designed Little Girl Blue, Robin and Me, and productions for the Roundabout 

Theater and Manhattan Theatre Club. As resident lighting designer for the New York City Opera, 

Dawn designed and supervised the lighting for the second largest repertory opera company in the U.S, 

with 14 to 20 productions in rotating repertory. She has designed the lighting at numerous regional 

theaters including Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Syracuse Stage, Guthrie Theater, Arena Stage, and 

Mark Taper Forum.

Dawn was awarded the US Institute of Theatre Technology’s Distinguished Achievement Award in 

Lighting Design and Technology; earned two Broadway World awards (Off Broadway and Phoenix); 

two Drama-Logue Critics’ awards; two Lighting Designer of the Year awards (from Syracuse Area 

Live Theater); a THEA Award (Themed Entertainment Association), and nominations for a Maharam 

design award, Los Angeles Drama Critics', and San Francisco Bay Area award.
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CAST RECORDING
LISTEN TO THE OFF-BROADWAY

READ THE 
SCRIPT

https://open.spotify.com/album/1ThOP22nqhYHQTu3CQghYH?si=ANGVl4FpR5ia_LDhLAQVLQ
https://music.apple.com/au/album/the-hello-girls-original-off-broadway-cast-recording/1664563977
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:3a99db7e-3842-4ebe-b35a-d2b7dba5037c
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L to R: Suzanne Prevot, Charlotte Gyss, Esther Fresnel, Fernande Van Balkom, Grace Banker, and Frances Paine, members 

of the “Hello Girls” squadron of the American Expeditionary Forces Signal Corps, prepare to set sail for France, 1918.  Photo 

courtesy of Robert, Grace, and Carolyn Timbie.
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Prepared by Evan Bernardin Productions - Version Dated: 2/24/25 - For discussion purposes only

$15,171,148 TOTAL ESTIMATED BROADWAY PRODUCTION COSTS

$715,829	 TOTAL ESTIMATED WEEKLY OPERATING

$950,000	 TOTAL ESTIMATED ENHANCEMENT/DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDED IN BWAY PRODUCTION COSTS ABOVE)

Note: these cost estimates are preliminary. The numbers above will change during the budgeting process and are only meant to provide early guidance.

Weeks to Recoup - Fixed Costs w/ $3 Million Tax Credit*

*Subject to Tax Credit renewal and approval

RECOUPMENT SCHEDULE
GROSS POTENTIAL $1,364,000  |   HOUSE SIZE 1,100        PERFORMANCES PER WEEK 8        AVERAGE TICKET PRICE $155.00

100% 90% 80% 70% 65% 60%

Box Office Gross $1,364,000 $1,227,600 $1,091,200 $954,800 $886,600 $818,400

CC Fees, Ticket Printing, Insurance 10% $(136,400) $(110,484) $(87,296) $(66,836) $(57,629) $(49,104)

NAGBOR $1,227,600 $1,117,116 $1,003,904 $887,964 $828,971 $769,296

Fixed Weekly Company Expenses $(715,829) $(715,829) $(715,829) $(715,829) $(715,829) $(715,829)

Theater License Fee 7% $(85,932) $(78,198) $(70,273) $(62,157) $(58,028) $(53,851)

EXPENSES SUBTOTAL $(801,761) $(794,028) $(786,103) $(777,987) $(773,857) $(769,680)

Amortization 2% $(240,980) $(240,980) $(240,980) $(240,980) $(240,980) $(240,980)

Creative Royalties (WNOP w/ amort) $(54,644) $(24,345) $(13,250) $(13,250) $(13,250) $(13,250)

ROYALTIES SUBTOTAL $(54,644) $(24,345) $(13,250) $(13,250) $(13,250) $(13,250)

TOTAL NET PROFIT $371,194 $298,744 $204,551 $96,727 $41,864 $(13,634)

Weeks to Recoup - Fixed Costs $12,427,490 33.48 41.60 60.75 128.48 296.86 -911.50

Weeks to Recoup - Min. Cap. $15,171,148 40.87 50.78 74.17 156.84 362.39 -1,112.73

25.40 31.56 46.09 97.46 225.20 -691.46
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MICHAEL CASSEL
PRODUCER

Michael Cassel AM is an internationally recognised producer and the founder of the Michael Cassel Group, established in 2012. 

His company has become a global force in theatrical entertainment, producing world-class productions for stages across 

Australia, Broadway, the West End and Asia.

In Australia, he is currently the producer of Titanique, MJ the Musical and the Australian premiere of Beetlejuice The Musical.

Cassel is the lead producer of the Broadway premiere of Sydney Theatre Company’s acclaimed production of The Picture of 

Dorian Gray, starring Succession’s Sarah Snook. Following a sold-out West End season and Snook’s Olivier Award-winning 

performance, the Broadway production earned six Tony Award nominations.

Cassel is also a co-producer on the new Broadway musical Redwood, created by and starring Tony and Emmy Award-winning 

performer Idina Menzel, and is a co-producer of the global hit MJ the Musical. In September 2025, he will co-produce a brand-

new production of The Hello Girls at Syracuse Stage in New York.

Looking ahead to 2026, Cassel will present a bold new West End production of Dracula, starring Tony, Grammy and Emmy Award winner Cynthia Erivo and directed by visionary Tony 

Award nominee Kip Williams. Other recent Australian credits include Hamilton, Dear Evan Hansen and Harry Potter and the Cursed Child – the longest running play in Australian history. 

Following its success in Australia, Cassel produced the first ever international tour of Hamilton in partnership with original producer Jeffrey Seller, launching in Auckland in 2023 and 

touring throughout Asia and the Middle East. He also produced the first international tour of Disney’s The Lion King, which toured for nearly five years, playing cities including Manila, Hong 

Kong, Taipei, Seoul and Bangkok - becoming the first musical ever staged in Abu Dhabi. Additional international credits include the first Asian tour of & Juliet.

His earlier productions include the Australian and international tour of Les Miserables, & Juliet, Mary Poppins, The Phantom of the Opera, Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, Priscilla Queen 

of the Desert (10th Anniversary Tour), the Australian premiere of Cyndi Lauper’s Kinky Boots, Singin’ in the Rain and the Melbourne transfer of Sydney Theatre Company’s The Picture of 

Dorian Gray.

Cassel’s Broadway and West End credits include Almost Famous, Into The Woods (including US Tour), Get Up, Stand Up! The Bob Marley Musical, The Prince of Egypt, Pretty Woman: The 

Musical and The Cher Show.

His concert and live event credits include Patti LuPone: A Life In Notes, Celeste Barber, Lea Salonga, Tina Arena, Rita Wilson, Darren Criss and Not Now, Not Ever with Julia Gillard. For 

television, Cassel produced A (Very) Musical Christmas, broadcast nationally on the ABC and accompanied by a live cast recording; The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo at Sydney’s ANZ 

Stadium; and the opening celebration of the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup, seen by a global audience of 1.6 billion.

Cassel is committed to developing and investing in new content, overseeing a slate of original IP and productions for Broadway, West End and global markets. In 2021, he launched a 

commercial ‘First Look Agreement’ with Sydney Theatre Company, offering the opportunity for new works to be remounted and toured commercially across Australia and internationally. 

Beyond theatre, Michael Cassel Group also represents prominent figures including former Australian Prime Minister, The Hon. Julia Gillard AC, journalist and broadcaster Liz Hayes, best-

selling author Sarah di Lorenzo and media personality Sami Lukis.

Prior to founding Michael Cassel Group, Cassel worked for renowned Australian producer and celebrity manager Harry M. Miller and spent a decade with Disney Theatrical Group in 

Australia and New York.

Cassel was appointed a Member (AM) of the Order of Australia (General Division) for significant service to theatre production, and holds honorary doctorates from the University of 

Wollongong (Doctor of Letters) and Griffith University (Doctor of the University).

Cassel lives in Sydney with his wife Camille and their children Eveleigh and Vaughn.



BROADWAY & BEYOND THEATRICALS
PRODUCER

Broadway & Beyond Theatricals (BBT), helmed by Ryan Bogner and Tracey McFarland, is a Tony-

nominated Broadway production company and booking agency, dedicated to the creation and 

distribution of quality theatrical content throughout North America and beyond. BBT’s Content 

division offers commercial producers and IP stakeholders strategic management and consulting 

services while producing quality theatrical content in New York and for the road.  BBT’s Booking 

division delivers quality productions tailored to a venue’s size and budget. 

Broadway: The Kite Runner, The Cottage, Paradise Square. Upcoming: The Fantasticks, Beaches, 

Trading Places.  Regional: Judgment Day, Where We Belong, Avaaz, Cambodian Rock Band. 

Selected Tours as agent: The Cher Show, The Kite Runner, Legally Blonde, The Music Man, A 

Christmas Story. 
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CHIEF OPERATOR
PRODUCER

Chief Operator is a small group of friends and colleagues who passionately believe in the power of 

storytelling and are super fans of the The Hello Girls, the extraordinarily talented creators of this 

original musical, and its stories of heroic, resilient women in wartime. Chief Operator consists of 

four principals:

JANE ABRAMSON spent the first two decades of her career developing & managing new Broadway 

musicals for Disney Theatrical Group. Currently, Abramson serves as the Head of Creative 

Development for Michael Cassel Group. Select projects include: Aladdin, Newsies, The Hunchback of 

Notre Dame, The Little Mermaid, Almost Famous, and The Picture of Dorian Gray. Discovering new 

voices, nurturing the creative process, and collaborating with innovative talent across the theater 

industry is a passion and a calling for Abramson.

KYLE BURKHARDT is a Tony Award®-Winning Producer and co-founder of Burkhardt Jones

Productions, which is dedicated to uplifting underrepresented stories and artists on their journey to 

Broadway. Select projects include Parade, Suffs, John Proctor is the Villain, and The Last Five 

Years. Aside from theatre, Kyle has spent almost 15 years in the sports industry and is currently the 

Senior Vice President of Strategy for the NBA's Dallas Mavericks where he specializes in corporate 

strategy, international growth, and ticket pricing & distribution. He is also a professor at Columbia 

University in the Master's of Sports Management program teaching Business Intelligence with a 

focus on applications across analytics and marketing.

TIRA HARPAZ was formerly a Senior Attorney at Davis Polk & Wardwell and is currently the head of 

her own college consulting firm, CollegeBound Advice. A supporter of innovative and bold theatrical 

productions, she was a co-producer of Off-Broadway’s Invasive Species, a Consulting Producer for 

Off-Broadway’s Welcome To The Big Dipper and has been an investor In a number of Broadway 

shows, including John Proctor Is The Villain, Parade, A Strange Loop, Oklahoma and The Inheritance. 

Tira is also a writer with articles published in Salon, Feministing and Huffington Post, and she is a 

co-author of the book, Change Makers: Spotlighting Women Revolutionizing Change.

JASON MA made his Broadway debut in 1989 and has been a multi-hyphenate citizen of the theater 

in New York City ever since.  Along with a decades-long career as a performer, he is an award-

winning writer/composer, including the ASCAP Foundation Cole Porter Award for his work as a 

composer/lyricist and a Harold Adamson Award for his musical theater lyrics.  He is an active 

supporter of new work in the American musical theater and an advocate for expanding the canon to 

include more stories that reflect the vast array of communities that are the great American melting 

pot and the shared history that has made and shaped our country. 16
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“FILLED WITH 
MEMORABLE SONGS 

AND BRILLIANT PERFORMANCES, IT IS A MUSICAL 

AS TRIUMPHANT AS 
THE TRUE STORY ON WHICH 

IT IS BASED.”
Zachary Stewart, TheatreMania
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michaelcassel.com

For further information 
please contact:

EVAN BERNADIN PRODUCTIONS, GENERAL MANAGER

Hillel Friedman — hillel@evanbernardinproductions.com

MICHAEL CASSEL GROUP, HEAD OF CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT

Jane Abramson — jane.abramson@michaelcassel.com

888 Seventh Avenue, 24th Floor, New York NY 10019 USA

https://michaelcassel.com/
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